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FILED
FEB 13 2024

SUPERIOR COURT OF i
SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA COUNTY OF HSM%%%?HW

COUNTY OF HUMBOLDT

In re Findings Concerning Availability STANDING ORDER RE ELECTRONIC
of Court Reporters for RECORDING JUVENILE JUSTICE

Humboldt County Superior Court MATTERS DUE TO COURT REPORTER
Juvenile Justice Matters and Standing] SHORTAGE
Order re Electrrris, Rec~ring

.
FACTUAL BACKGROUND

A. STATEWIDE AND NATIONAL SHORTAGE OF COURT REPORTERS
As set forth in the report prepared by the California Trial Court Consortium

(“CTCC") dated January 25, 2022 entitled, “The Causes, Con: juences and
Outlook of the Court Reporter Shortage in California and Beyond” there is a
shortage of certified shorthand reporters (‘CSR”) in California and nationally.
These findings were bolstered by the Judicial Council’s January 2024 publication,
“Fact Sheet: Shortage of Certified Shorthand Reporters in California.”

Since 2012, the number of court reporters in the United States has decreased by
20 percent. By 2028, the number of court reporters will have decreased by half.
This decrease is largely attributed to attrition in the reporter workforce due to
retirement. For example, nationally 1,120 reporter retire each year, while only 200
new reporters enter into the market.

The reduction of students entering into the workforce to become a CSR has
impacted court reporter schools nationwide. Between 2012 and 2021, the number of

court reporter schools approved by the National Court Reporters Association

1 The findings concerning the statewide and national shortage of court reporters sul herein,
and the data which supports those findings, are set forth in the CTCC report and the Judicial
Council's fact sheet and are adopted herein by reference.
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C. AN ADEQUATE RECORD WILL BE PRESERVED IN THE ABSENCEC A
CSR USING MODERN TECHNOLOGY

Balancing interests, due process requires the availability of an adequate record
to afford appellate review. Further, the absence of a record can impact the ability of
the assigned judicial officer to recall the proceedings, evidence or testimony or
undertake functions such as preparation of a settled statement. Electronic recording
is currently authorized by statute for use in certain matters, including misdemeanor
criminal matters, limited jurisdiction matters, traffic and infractions. In the absence of
an available CSR, use of electronic recording provides an adequate record to 1su
the parties are afforded due process and to permit the Court to fulfill its core function:
the administration of justice. Despite statutory limits on the use of electronic recording,
due process requires that electronic recording be utilized in the absence of a CSR.

THEREFORE, THE COURT FINDS AND ORDERS:

1. The Court has confirmed that the services of an in-person CSR are not
available for these proce lings;

2. By law, the Court is mandated to provide an adequate record to ensure the
opportunity for meaningful appellate review in a matter in which the state
initiates an action to which a litigant is entitled to due process that may result
in the deprivation of liberty or property;

3. Electronic reporting is authorized by statute for other matters in which the
state has initiated action which may result in deprival of liberty or property
and will provide the litigants with an adequate record to ensure m 1ingful

appellate review;
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4. Further delay of these proceedings for the prosy :tof :curit thes vices
of an in-person reporter is not appropriate as such prospect is uncertain and
such delay does not serve the interests of justice; and

5. Electronic reporting will provide the litigants with an adequate record to
ensure meaningful appellate review.

IT IS SO ORDERED.

Dated:

2is, Presiding Judge of
>ourt of California,
County ot Humboldt
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